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President’s Message 

Cari membri, 

It is my pleasure to report that March was a 
very busy month for GCICS.  On March 4th 
and 6th Carolann Garafola hosted an art 
exhibit at her house which was attended by 
nineteen members who had the opportunity 
to appreciate beautiful artwork that was both 
moving and a treat to the senses.  On March 
15th, our annual St. Joseph’s Celebration was 
held at Salute Restaurant in Sarasota where 
59 members in attendance gathered to join in 
fellowship and comraderie while dining on a 
variety of delicious Italian specialties. St. 
Joseph’s Day honors St. Joseph, one of Italy’s 
patron saints who is revered as the husband 
of Mary and the father figure for our Lord 
Jesus. The success of our St. Joseph’s Day 
Celebration was due to  Phillip Gordon’s 
steadfast work with Salute; and Ellen 
Roderick’s work in planning the beautiful 
tribute honoring Julie Bondarenko. The 
highlight of this celebration luncheon was the 
special honor and recognition accorded Julie 
Bondarenko, our immediate past president 
who served in that role for 5½ years during 

which she moved our Society forward  and 
demonstrated distinguished leadership. 

April is now upon us and promises to be just 
as full and rewarding. A high point of April is 
our annual Scholarship Luncheon which will 
be held on April 11 at the Plantation Golf and 
Country Club in Venice, Florida.  The 
luncheon is always our most treasured and 
important event of the year since we get to 
recognize outstanding high school seniors of 
Italian descent, all of whom were selected 
based on their fine record of scholarship and 
character.  Each senior selected will be the 
recipient of a $2,000 scholarship.  This year, 
I am proud to note that six students will be 
awarded scholarships.  The luncheon will 
also be notable for the raffling of more than 
ten gift cards donated by restaurants that 
GCICS frequented. In addition, a gift 
certificate valued at more than $200 dollars 
donated by Drift Kitchen and Bar, located at 
the Lido Beach Resort will be auctioned off. 
All members are urged to participate in the 
auction and bring cash or check to “redeem” 



the prize which will afford the “winner” the 
chance to enjoy a spectacular view and 
delectable food. 

April is also a crucial month for GCICS as it 
marks The Giving Challenge which will  be 
held on April 15th and 16th.  The Patterson 
Foundation, working with the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota County, offers a 1:1 
match from $25 to $100 per donor. This 
means that donors can double their impact.  
Thus, members are therefore urged to 
donated generously during this critically 
important event which helps bring funds into 
our coffers and enables us to afford the 
scholarship that we award. Please read the 
article below to learn how generous our 
members have been in the previous three 
Giving Challenges. 

Finally, let me mention that on April 23rd, a 
presentation entitled, “The Holocaust and the 
Italian Jews” will be conducted via zoom at 
the Jacaranda Library in Venice.  It promises 
to be a very intriguing and moving cultural 
event led by Rabbi Barbara Aiello who will 
join us from Calabria, Italy. 

Let me close by acknowledging our current 
membership stands at 151, and this number 
should be  significantly bolstered when SICE 
(Sarasota Italian Cultural  Events) sunsets on 
May 1st and their membership, which stands 
at approximately 95, will be urged to join our 
ranks. 

Stay Healthy/Stay Safe  

Phil Miner 
GCICS President 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

THE GIVING CHALLENGE: APRIL 15-16, 2026 
PART II 

Article & Photo: Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary & Giving Challenge Chair 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: Part I of this article appeared in the March 2026 newsletter. I explained our 
status as a “Giving Partner” within the Community Foundation of Sarasota County (CFSC). I then 
discussed the purposes of the “Giving Challenge” and the upcoming online giving day from noon 
to noon on Wed/Thurs, April 15-16, 2026 (24-hour event). Part II reviews (1) GCICS’s success in 
the last three Giving Challenges; and (2) how the GC works. The article concludes with a challenge 
to you the members to exceed the $5,025 donated in 2024.  

GCICS GIVING CHALLENGES (GC): 2020, 2022, 2024 
*2020: 1st GC experience (4/28-29/20): Membership=163 (C-54; S-55) 
 ***$3,180.00 donated online by 36 donors 
 ***$2,980.00 matched by Patterson Foundation 
 ***$    18.92 extra  
            ***$6,178.92: check received from CFSC 
*2022: 2nd GC experience (4/26-27/22): Membership=152 (C-48; S-56) 
 ***$4,605.00 donated online by 51 donors 
 ***$4,555.00 matched by Patterson Foundation 
 ***$      4.87 extra  
 ***$9,164.87 check received from CFSC 

*2024: 3rd GC experience (4/9-10/24): Membership=143 (C-46; S-51) 
 ***$5,025.00 donated online by 56 donors 
 ***$5,025.00 matched by Patterson Foundation 
 ***$     24.45 extra 
 ***$10,074.45 check received from CFSC 
 

HOW IT WORKS: I will provide instructions in an email by April 8 on how to access the CFSC 
website and proceed through the donation process. Keep in mind that it is an ONLINE giving day 



over a 24-hour period. As in the past, the Patterson Foundation, working with the CFSC, offers a 
1:1 match from $25 to $100 per donor. This means that donors can double their impact. Thus, if I 
donate $100 to GCICS’s Scholarship/Grants Program (using my credit card), GCICS will obtain 
$200. The other key is that the donations must be made in that 24-hour window. All donations are 
tax deductible. 

CLOSING: As I wrote in Part I of this article (March newsletter), it is only through your 
generosity that we have awarded $2,000 scholarships to high school seniors of Italian ancestry; 
and have provided $1,000 grants to the Sarasota Youth Opera and the Sarasota Ballet’s youth 
group. And it is only through your generosity that we will be able to continue this support for the 
youth of Sarasota & Manatee counties. I challenge you, our 150 members, to exceed the $5,025 
that 56 of the 143 members donated in 2024. Thank you for whatever you can and wish to give. 
All donations are important no matter the amount.    

 

Kudos to a Memorable Italian Eatery 
Robert Gaglio sent this photo with a note: 

“I used the Cacio Italian Bistro gift certificate I won at Carnevale.  It is the closest I’ve felt to being 
in Italy since I left Italy in November.” 

 

             

 

                                                    Robert Gaglio and Owner 

                            

 

 



 

Our Newest Board Member 

 

Laura Realmuto Heald 

 

I was born in Chicago and am half Italian. My 
dad’s parents both emigrated from Sicily and 
lived in Lincoln Park. As a child, visiting my 
grandparents was exotic to me—the heavenly 
smells of Grandma’s kitchen, abundant and 
delicious food, and small rooms crammed 
with family loudly speaking a mix of Italian 
and English. I also loved everything about the 
vibrant, congested neighborhood. By 
contrast, my mom was from a large farm 
family in rural AL, which offered a 
completely different, but equally fascinating 
experience.  

From my early love of “the city” and the 
beautiful Appalachian region that my mom 
was from, I studied both geography and 
urban issues in college. I earned a BA in 
Environmental Studies from Northeastern IL 
University and an MA in Urban Planning 
from the University of IL, Chicago. I met my 
husband, Jim, in graduate school. At that 
time, he was taking guitar lessons and had 
just started performing in public. While he 
honed his performing and songwriting skills, 
I became and still am his biggest fan! We 

were married in July 1983 on a large ferry 
boat docked at Navy Pier with the Chicago 
skyline and lakefront as the backdrop. 

I began my career as a city planner with the 
Chicago Department of Planning. I loved the 
work, but in 1985, Jim and I escaped 
Chicago’s harsh winters and moved to 
Austin, TX. We both continued working in 
the planning field. In 1996, I accepted a 
position with the US Department of Labor in 
Washington, DC and we moved to 
Alexandria, VA. In 2001, I began working 
with the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office, a non-partisan Congressional agency. 
After a long and rewarding career, I retired in 
early 2016 and we moved to Sarasota later 
that year. 

I’ve always been so proud of my Italian roots 
and joined GCICS in May 2023. At our first 
happy hour, I was reminded of my Italian 
family in Chicago and felt an immediate 
connection. I’m delighted to serve on the 
Board of Directors and look forward to doing 
all I can to contribute to this organization that 
we thoroughly enjoy and appreciate.



 

 CULTURAL EVENT: CAROLANN GARAFOLA’S ART STUDIO TOUR  
 

By Camille Kramer, Program Chair 
 

 
Carolann Garafola at Palm Aire’s annual Art Show 2023 

 
Art studio tours at the home of Carolann Garafola were held on March 3 with eleven members and 
March 6 with an attendance of eight. Each date was limited to twelve people so that it would be 
an intimate and engaging experience. Carolann primarily focused on the art of her late husband 
Ralph Garafola explaining his artistic methods as well as the “back stories” and highlighted one 
of his works, The Japanese Girl, which won a national award and hung in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City as part of a show. The group went room by room learning about 
the art of the Garafolas as well as some very famous artists they emulated. After the tour Carolann 
graciously served wine, nonalcoholic beverages and snacks to an audience full of questions. Both 
tours, identical to each other, were fascinating and very well received. 
 

                                             
 

 
 



BOCCE NEWS 
Photos and Note By: Tom Hurban, GCICS Bocce Chair 

 
Warmer weather has brought out our GCICS bocce players. We had 14 with us on Sunday, 
March 1. A new sign has been placed showing that the court Is reserved for us from 2 – 4 
pm on Sundays. Come join us. No reservation is needed. 
 
Any Questions: 
Call Tom Hurban at: 908-507-3048 
  
 Below: 
New Bocce Sign 
 
Bocce Men: Andy McGrellis, Jack Ferrante, Mike DiMicele, Vin DeNicolas, George 
DiCostanzo, Mike Vignale, George Arfield 
 
Bocce Women: Doris Hurban, Diane McGrellis, Beth Rose, Joan Ferrante, Mary Lou Ferrari, 
Lucy Tenda (Patty DiMicele on the bench behind Diane) 
 

 
  
 

                 
 



St. Joseph’s Feast Day Celebration Luncheon 
March 15, 2026 – Salute, Sarasota 

Article by Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary 
Photos by: Gordon Bloom, Mary Dalton, 

Ellen Roderick, Phyllis Shonk 
 

 
Bevardi’s Salute hosted 53 members and 4 guests for our celebration honoring St. Joseph, 
Patron Saint of Sicily and honoring our outgoing GCICS President, Julie Bondarenko. 
President Phil Miner welcomed everyone and asked new members to introduce themselves: 
Betty Jo Craig, Maria & Sandro Mediago, and Anne & Frank Mosomillo. Phil then welcomed 
our guests: Anna Bondi, Joseph Moran, and John & Sherry Rinaldi. Ellen Roderick then 
recognized the eight “Joseph” attendees: Joe Barresi, Dana Joseph Dalton, Jack Joseph 
Ferrante, Josephine Fontana, Joe Moran (Josephine’s son), Joe Raia, Joe Tenebria, and Joe 
Tomaselli. We dined on Caesar salad, penne vodka, four entrée selections, and 
tiramisu/cannoli for dessert.  
 
 

                         
    Gayle & Joe Tenebria                   Carolann Garafola & Maria Mediago                           Anne and Frank Mosomillo 

 
 

                            
      Marianne & Phillip Gordon                             George and Pam Arfield                                        Mary and Dana Dalton 

 
 



                                   
   Rose Amato, Ray Knowles &                          Josephine Fontana, Vince Amato &                       Jack and Joan Ferrante 
            Mike DiMicele                                                       Joseph Moran                                    

 

                                
                                   Skip Stuart and Carol Wilson                                                    Ellen Roderick and Linda Ahern 

 
 

                        
                            Julie Bonderenko and Vin DeNicolas                                    Jack Norman and Mary Rinaldi 

 
 
 
 
The program commenced: ‘Honoring Julie Bondarenko, GCICS President, 2020-2025.’  Ellen 
spoke about the many GCICS accomplishments and advancements under Julie’s 
leadership. Three other members spoke: Gordon Bloom, Sandra Russell, and George Arfield. 
Gifts were presented to Julie: a gold bangle bracelet and a gold-plated frame, both made in 
Italy, and a Selby Gardens orchid. Julie then addressed the audience, speaking from her 
heart, about her five-year leadership journey.  Photos from the program presentations follow 
the Tribute below. 



TRIBUTE 
Julie Bondarenko, GCICS President, 2020-2025 

St. Joseph’s Celebration Luncheon: March 15, 2026 
Salute Restaurant, Sarasota, FL 

Delivered by: Ellen Roderick, GCICS Secretary, 2011-Present 
 

 
                                                                                          Julie Bondarenko 

 
  
Setting: March 2020--a pandemic is in full swing with the world closing down. Sheryl Lazzarotti has 
announced her retirement from the GCICS Presidency. Two candidates kindly oƯer for the position 
and are asked to share their qualifications and a vision statement. Here is an excerpt from Julie’s 
vision statement: My vision is to build on the current Board’s accomplishments and continue to 
promote ideas that foster friendships among our entire GCICS community. Creating and nurturing an 
inviting atmosphere will help to further build a multi-event group so that our Society will function at 
its best and be celebrated as a desirable cultural and social group.  
 
Election: Julie was elected in May 2020 and conducted her first Board meeting and the first ever on 
Zoom on June 3, 2020. For more than a year, she presided over an organization that held all meetings, 
events, and socials via Zoom. It was an extraordinary time in our lives, but Julie was determined to 
keep us all safe while keeping us united in the spirit of Italian culture and fellowship, or as she called 
it FRIENDSHIP. That was how her presidency began, which no one could have anticipated. But we 
emerged in the fall of 2021 with a fabulous Welcome Back Luncheon in which we re-launched our 
GCICS Italian American of the Year Program and never looked back. 
 
Accomplishments: I would like to share with you the many accomplishments during Julie’s tenure. 
Yes, it takes a village, and she had Board members willing to give incredible amounts of time and 
energy. But it was her leadership that made all of these accomplishments happen in the end. During 
her tenue, six GCICS members accepted appointments on the  
 
Board: Gordon Bloom, 2021; Linda Ahern, 2022; Josephine Fontana and Sandra Russell, 2023; Phil 
Miner, 2024; and Camille Kramer, 2025. During her tenure, five new GCICS committees were 
established and became fully operational: Giving Partner/Giving Challenge under Jerry Hall and later 
Ellen Roderick’s leadership; Technology under Gordon Bloom’s leadership; Finance under Josephine 
Fontana’s leadership; Program under Camille Kramer’s leadership; and  Membership under Phil 
Miner’s  leadership. These five well-defined committees lead fundraising initiatives, create and 



maintain a user-friendly website, develop wise spending plans and annual budgets, craft new and 
exciting programs, and create strategies to attract new members. These committees operate in the 
background even as the full Board operates in the foreground. But without these committees we 
would not be the organization we have become. 
 
Advancements: I want to cite six specific advancements that happened under Julie’s leadership: 
(1) an online payment system that has saved hundreds of hours in the registration process and has 
stopped thousands of checks from flying through the air and hoping they land in our P.O. Box; (2) a 
talented and responsive bookkeeper, Kathy Antini, who manages our accounts and completes all 
required reporting to FL and the IRS; (3) a redesigned website for which we can be most proud; it has 
been responsible for attracting new members and for representing our organization so beautifully to 
the general public; (4) expanded programs and activities that now run 12 months of the year; (5) an 
extensive variety of programs ranging from college professors to our own talented members as 
presenters, to regularly scheduled HHs open to all members, and LaCena’ s that with HHs create 
fellowship and lasting friendships; and (6) a re-activated GCICS Italian American of the Year Program 
after it lay dormant since 2016; over four years, 2021 to 2024, we conferred the title of GCICS Italian 
American of the Year on Rev Father Fausto, Pastor Emeritus, St. Martha’s Catholic Church; Robert 
Mei, longtime proprietor of Café Baci; Dr. Davide Tanasi, Professor of History at USF, Tampa; and Leita 
Kaldi Davis, member, author, and humanitarian. 
 
Working President: All of these changes took place under Julie’s leadership. Yes, it takes a village 
and oftentimes, the leader does not get the credit she or he is due. Julie was always there for us as 
we proposed innovative ideas, crafted programs, and organized new and exciting activities. She 
encouraged us, and more importantly, she rolled up her sleeves and was a working President as well. 
Case in point: The Board had talked for two years about finding a vendor to make our classy shirts. 
Julie said enough is enough; she found an excellent vendor; she acquired all the specs; we 
announced the sale; and bingo: we have our classy shirts because Julie was a working President, 
never reluctant to do what it takes to make something happen for you the members. 
 
President’s Messages: I want to close by focusing on one final contribution Julie made during the 
five years that I believe brought us closer together, especially during the two years of COVID but even 
beyond that time. That contribution was her monthly President’s Messages in our newsletter. She 
took that task seriously and devoted hours to writing what she felt  deep down in her heart. She made 
the message so relevant to what was often happening in the world such as the war in Ukraine, 
expressing a deep sense of caring for those suƯering in that country. And in her messages, she never 
failed to extend thanks to those who made significant contributions to the Society in the previous 
month. It might be a Board member or a member who went the extra mile such as Mike and Patty 
DiMicele, hosting our fundraisers or Paola Tate teaching our language courses, or Scholarship 
Committee members for their dedicated work each year. 
 
Closing/Track Record/Toast: Julie, you have quite the “track record” as GCICS’s 10th President. Only 
one other president served longer than your five years, and that was Gabriella Thurston who served 
for eight years from 1993-2001. Kudos to you. Please lift your glasses to toast dear Julie, followed by 
a round of applause. Thank you. 
 
       
 



Members Giving Tribute To Julie’s Accomplishments 
 

                                                                                  George Arfield                                                 Sandra Russell                               Gorgon Bloom 

 
Presentation of Gifts 

                      
 
 

Julie Giving her Thank You Speech 

 
 

Julie And Vin DeNicols 

 



JULIE’S RESPONSE TO SOCIETY’S TRIBUTE 
St. Joseph’s Celebration Luncheon: March 15, 2026 

Salute Restaurant, Sarasota, FL 
Delivered by: Julie Bondarenko, GCICS President, 2020-2025 

 
Thank you, Ellen, George, Sandy, and 
Gordon. I am truly honored and genuinely 
humbled by this recognition and your kind 
words. It has left me speechless, but I still 
want to share what the Gulf Coast Italian 
Culture Society has meant to me. 
 
At each event, I had the opportunity to 
stand at the podium and, each month, 
write the President's Message. Its purpose 
wasn't just to greet you, inform you about 
recent or upcoming activities, or discuss 
important issues within our community. 
More importantly, I wanted to share the 
main message: that getting to know you 
has greatly contributed to this Society’s 
success. You are important! And nothing 
feels better than knowing you matter -- 
“Wow, I really feel like I belong.” 
Ultimately, this was the goal of my 
President’s Message --to ensure everyone 
felt they had found a place to connect with 
others, build lasting friendships, and enjoy 
Italian culture. 
  
As I have gotten to know my GCICS family 
over the years, I am more deeply touched 
than ever by how much you have come to 
mean to me. It was once stated, “You say 
hello to everyone.” I thought about this 
statement and then realized that you were 
once just acquaintances, but now you are 
my friends. 
Shortly before I was elected, an 
extraordinary event occurred: the 
pandemic that impacted not only GCICS 
but the entire world. What to do, and how 
would we handle a situation that might 
force us to close our doors? We were 

scheduled to celebrate St. Joseph’s 
exactly six years ago today. More than 50 
members and guests had registered and 
paid for their luncheon when it was 
recommended that we modify our 
celebration and shelter in place. More 
than 25 members attended to enjoy one 
another's company. This was the last time 
we socialized in person until the vaccine 
was accessible. Through it all, we didn’t 
just survive, we thrived! We worked to find 
solutions so we could keep moving 
forward. Anyone who was a member of 
GCICS at that time knows that technology 
was essential to our ability to continue our 
programs and, more importantly, to gain 
our members’ support.  
 
Right now, I want to thank the Board and 
everyone who greatly influenced and 
supported me in my role as president over 
the past years. Your support and the kind 
words of recognition you shared today are 
so meaningful and truly the reason for any 
success I may have enjoyed.  
 
Mary Rinaldi, Newsletter Editor, is a truly 
remarkable woman. You see, Mary has 
faced some very serious health issues, 
and despite the pain and discomfort, she 
has always been committed to ensuring 
the Newsletter gets published. Every 
month, I would anticipate—and 
somewhat dread —the text message I 
knew was coming. The message would 
say: Julie, is the President’s Message 
ready?  Every day, as the end of the month 
grew closer, the messages became more 
desperate. I say this with aƯection, and 



Mary, thank you for your hard work then 
and now, and for your patience and 
respect.  
 
Josephine Fontana, Treasurer, stepped up 
to take on this role when we needed 
someone to fill this very important 
position.  She had reservations, was very 
busy, and I know she sacrificed an activity 
to help GCICS. Despite a couple of very 
serious falls resulting in requiring surgery, 
she has remained dedicated to our 
Society. Her friendship has been and 
continues to be very important to me. We 
are bridge partners, and I enjoy the 
opportunity to share time getting better at 
this game.   
  
Tom Hurban, Bocce Chair, remains a key 
reason why we have so many new bocce 
players. There is a long history of Tom’s 
involvement, including his enthusiastic 
introduction of the game to our members -
- sponsoring bocce picnics, tournaments, 
and bringing bocce to young kids. Tom and 
Doris are responsible for Vin and I joining 
GCICS many years ago. Thank you, Tom, 
for your ongoing eƯorts. Our membership 
is grateful for the encouragement and 
eƯort you have provided for new and 
experienced players.  
 
Camille Kramer, Program Chair, has 
organized many excellent cultural 
programs since joining the Board. She has 
worked hard to bring numerous and 
enjoyable programs to our members. She 
is one of those who puts her heart and soul 
into any project she promotes. Thank you 
so much for all you have done on our 
behalf.  
 
Ellen, Sandra, Gordon, and George, who 
spoke so eloquently about me, are among 

the heroes of this organization, along with 
others I have just mentioned. I will save 
Ellen for last. Many of you know the role 
that George Arfield, former Social & 
Cultural Chair, played in our organization. 
He was responsible for many of our 
outstanding cultural programs and fine-
dining experiences in recent years. He also 
played a major role in creating our website. 
George is a true friend to Vin and me, and I 
hope to enjoy many more times together, 
enjoying one another’s company. 
 
Sandy Russell, Scholarship Chair, has 
done an outstanding job. She was initially 
hesitant to accept the position because 
she had other commitments and thought 
it wouldn’t fit into her schedule. I had the 
honor of working with her on the 
Scholarship Committee, and I believed 
she would be perfect to chair this 
important role, selecting scholarship 
recipients in partnership with her 
committee. After several phone 
conversations, she agreed to accept the 
appointment. That was more than five 
years ago, and it has been a true test of her 
ability to excel in this vital role.   
 
Gordon Bloom, Technology Chair, is a 
serious person. I mention this because 
when serious questions come up, we 
know we can rely on him for a thoughtful 
answer. He works hard every month to 
keep our website updated, and he was 
responsible for much of the website’s 
revamping. Gordon is our go-to person for 
all tech questions. On a lighter note, 
Gordon enjoys the outdoors, boating, 
biking, and traveling on long, 
uninterrupted cruises with his wife, Joyce. 
I know for a fact that he spends a lot of 
time biking, because it often seems that 
when I tried to reach him, he would be 



biking, and an out-of-breath Gordon would 
answer, “Julie, I am biking and can I call 
you later”? 
  
Ellen Roderick, Secretary, might seem to 
have little to do besides managing our 
Society's vital work, which sometimes 
feels like she is handling the 
responsibilities of three board members. I 
know she stays busy working with other 
organizations, and she approaches every 
task with the same pride, fervor, and 
importance she aƯirms for this Society. As 
someone once said, she is the glue that 
holds this organization together! Ellen has 
been a tremendously positive influence, 
helping me succeed in my role. Her 
guidance is what helped me find my 
footing, She brought out the best in me. I 
couldn’t have done it without her caring 
guidance.  
 
Ellen, thank you for organizing today’s 
program in my honor. I cannot find enough 
words to express how much it means to 
me. Without a doubt, you are the finest 
secretary GCICS could ever hope for. Your 
praise, appreciation, and 
acknowledgment of all my 
accomplishments exceeded my 
expectations.  Ellen, I consider you a 
friend, always easy to talk to and 
responsible for so much of our Society's 
success. 
 

When I realized that family and home 
issues required my attention, I understood 
that, although I would have enjoyed 
remaining in this wonderful leadership 
role, it was time to pass the responsibility 
to another. I couldn’t have recommended 
a better person than Phil Miner. Since his 
election, he has recruited several talented 
board members, and I am confident they 
will be eager to contribute to the 
organization’s success. I want to recognize 
Philip Gordon, Laura Heald, and Jolene 
RuƯo, our newest Board members. I also 
want to thank all the committees that have 
worked in unison with our board, ensuring 
that the needs of this Society continue to 
be met successfully.  
 
 I want to thank Vin DeNicolas, who has 
stood by my side and been patient and 
supportive during these past five years. 
And finally, I want to thank all our 
members. You have been my support from 
the beginning. I have gotten to know you 
and many others who have supported our 
Society in ways beyond my expectations. 
Thank you for the wonderful gifts you have 
just presented to me on this special 
occasion. The lovely orchid plant from 
Selby Gardens, the picture frame, and the 
beautiful gold bracelet, all made in Italy, 
mean a great deal to me. I can't imagine 
being happier. In closing: On many days 
when things were going well, and there 
were many, I would hear myself say, “God, 
I love this job.” Thank you one and all! 

 



  
 

Trivia Italiana: Did you know? 
by Camille A. Kramer 

 
1. The Vatican has its own post office (one 

of the smallest and most unique postal 
systems in the world). 

 
2. Vatican City is the smallest country in     

the world (110 acres).  
 

3. Italy gave us modern banking 
(established in Renaissance Italy, with 
the Medici family of Florence). 

 
4. Italy is the world’s largest producer of 

olive oil. 
 

5.  Florence is the birthplace of the       
Renaissance. 

 

 
 

The following restaurants have recently donated gift 
certificates. Thank you, Phil Miner, for all your hard work 
in obtaining all these gift cards. Remember, the monies 
obtained by raffling off these gift cards at our events helps 
to fund our scholarships. 
 
Pazzo on Orange ($25) 
Apollonia ($25) 
San Marco of Venice ($50) 
Grillsmith ($50) 
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